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Crookston Public Schools 

Our District is committed to the goal of providing quality education for every 

child. Together, as partners in education, we can help your child obtain success 

toward their goals in school and life-long learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   



Which Staff Is Involved? 

Highland  Chris Trostad, Principal  

   Sara Geist, Title I Coordinator/Teacher 

   Ann Brekken, Title I Teacher 

   Laurie Awender, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Bill Gillette,Title I Paraprofessional 

   Margaret Emmanuel, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Karla Wahlin, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Tammy Warcken, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Deb Myrold, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Gaya Venkatachalam, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Kathy Brokowski, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Dawn Brusoe, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Rosa Frazee, English Learner Coordinator/Teacher 

   Carol Picard, English Learner Paraprofessional 

   Kathryn Stronstad, Director of Special Services 

 

Washington Denice Oliver, Principal 

   Sandi Sorenson, Title I Teacher   

   Karen Cooley, Title I Paraprofessional 

Susan Vilven, Title I Paraprofessional 

Mona Erickson, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Janise Dorman, Title I Paraprofessional 

   Rosa Frazee, English Learner Coordinator/Teacher 

Rosa Ibarra, English Learner Paraprofessional 

Kathryn Stronstad, Director of Special Services 

 

 

                                 

 

                                             
 



What is Title 1? 

 
Title I is a set of programs set up by the United States Department of Education 

to distribute funding to schools and school districts with a high percentage of 

students from low-income families.  

Schools receiving Title I funding are regulated by federal legislation, including the 

No Child Left Behind Act.  Title I funds may be used for children from preschool 

through high school, but most of the students served are in grades kindergarten 

through sixth. 

Title I provides services to students who may need extra help in reading and/or 

math. Placement is based on classroom teacher recommendations, student 

performance on NWEA, MCA (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment) tests and on-

going classroom assessment. Academic goals are created for each student in the 

program. When these goals are achieved or they have reached proficiency on the 

assessments, the student is dismissed from the Title I program.  

The Title I program could include a student’s participation in any or all of the 

following: 

 EIR (Early Intervention in Reading)-Grades 1 - 4 

 Read Naturally (Fluency level support)-Grades 3-6 

 RISE Framework - Jan Richardson/Ellen Lewis Grades 1-6 

 DOLCH Word List – Grades 1 and 2 

 FASTBridge progress monitoring KG – 6 

 Soar to Success (Reading Strategies Intervention and Guided Reading                                         

practice) Grades 3 - 6 

 Tutoring (one on one/small group) Grades K – 6 

 LLI (Leveled Literacy Intervention) grades K-6 

 Parents in Education Night (PIE Nights) 

 FCRR (Florida Center for Reading Research) K-1 

 Family Literacy and Math Night at Washington School 

 PRESS Interventions (U of M) 

 Highland Family Night - Highland Elementary 

     



The Crookston Public School District will fully comply with 20 U.S.C.6318, which 

requires the school district to develop jointly with, agree upon, and distribute to 

parents of children participating in Title I program written parental involvement 

plans. 

 

An advisory committee consisting of parents, teachers, members of the community, 

and the school principals will meet to develop the school district’s Parental 

Involvement Plan.   

 

          Parents’ Right to Know 

Parents have the right to know, and the school district will provide the parents 

upon request, information regarding the qualifications of the student’s classroom 

teachers, including: 

 Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for 

the   grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides 

instruction. 

 Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional 

status through which the State qualification or licensing criteria have been 

waived. 

 The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate 

certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of 

the certification or degree. 

 Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 

qualifications 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parents as Partners in Education 

The Title I/EL (English Learners Program) team will provide opportunities for 

parents to learn more about the Title I and EL programs during the following 

activities: 

 

 Meet-the-teacher conferences prior to the first day of school (K-6) 

o Come and meet your child’s teachers and meet the Title I Teaching 

Team. We will be available to answer any questions for the upcoming 

year. 

 Title I and EL teachers will be available at fall and spring parent-teacher 

conferences to visit with you about your child’s progress or your concerns.  

 If parents would like additional meetings to discuss the decisions about your 

child’s education, please contact your child’s teacher and/or the school 

principal. 

 P.I.E. Night (Parents In Education) events will be held in the fall/winter 

and in the spring.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Title I Policy states that the Crookston School District will: 

 

 Involve parents in the joint development of the school district’s Title I plan 

and the process of the school review and improvement plan at our Title I/EL 

Parent Advisory Board meetings held bi-annually. 

 

 Review annually the content and effectiveness of the parental involvement 

policy and its impact on improving the academic achievement of the schools 

served, with the emphasis on minority families, EL families, and families who 

are economically disadvantaged. 

 

 The evaluation of the parent involvement policy will be reviewed and updated 

as needed. 

 

 The district will inform parents of the annual school report cards through 

media reports and to the households of the students in the district.  Parents 

have been or will be notified when our school or district is identified as “Needs 

Improvement”.  All of this information is available as handouts during the Fall 

Parent Teacher Conferences.  Parents also review and sign the Parent School 

Compact at conferences. 

 

 The district will notify parents of students who qualify for EL services within 

30 days of eligibility for services, through a letter sent home in the mail or 

with the student.  Parents can refuse services if they choose. 

 

 District staff development offers training and educational opportunities for 

staff and parents to learn and implement effective strategies such as:  

differentiated instruction, understanding poverty issues, cultural diversity, 

behavior management, and reading strategies for home and school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parental Involvement Opportunities 

 
1. Parents in Education (P.I.E.) Nights 

P.I.E. Nights are held throughout the school year. Title I/EL/SPED students 

and their families are sent invitations to the event with transportation 

provided to the extent possible as well as child care provided.  The emphasis 

of these events is on academic learning.  A copy of the Parental Involvement 

Plan will be given to each family at the fall parent/teacher conferences or the 

Meet the Teacher conferences prior to the start of school. 

 

2. School-Parent Compact 

Each school must share responsibility with parents in order for a student to 

be successful.  Parents will receive and sign a school-parent compact at their 

child’s first conference. The compact has a checklist that outlines the 

responsibilities of the teachers, parents, and students in order to help the 

students achieve their educational goals.  Parents, teachers, students, and the 

building principal will sign the compact.   

 

3. Types of Parental Involvement 

There are many ways in which parents can become involved in their children’s 

education. This school district values both the at-home contributions and 

those, which take place at school and in the community.   

 Attending the initial parent/teacher conferences, which are held the 

first two days prior to students starting classes as well as attending 

the fall and spring conferences. 

 Attending the Annual Title I Parent Meeting.  Parents are encouraged 

to become a member of the Parent Advisory Committee as well.  These 

meetings are meant to foster communication between home and school 

and to provide information and support on topics such as assessments, 

grading procedures, state standards, etc.  

 Attending PIE (Parents in Education) Night activities, which provide 

whole family activities as well as provide educational information to 

better help parents and the school team to work together for student 

success. 

 

 

 



 Other School Involvement would include communication with core 

classroom teacher as well as the Title I teacher, visiting the classroom 

(core room and Title I classroom), serving as a school or classroom 

volunteer, chaperoning field trips, reading communications sent home 

from school. 

 Involvement at home would include reading with your child, assisting 

with homework, involving children in activities such as cooking or 

shopping together, asking your child what they are learning in school, 

etc. 

 We also encourage parents to provide input in the Title I application as 

well as submit written comments if they find the Title I program 

unsatisfactory.  If a parent finds the Title I plan not satisfactory 

Crookston Public Schools will submit the comments along with the plan 

to the Minnesota Department of Education. 

 

4. Evaluation 

A district-wide Title I/EL Advisory Committee will be involved in the process 

of program review and improvement with an emphasis on the parental 

involvement components. 

 

There will be an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the 

Title I Parental Involvement Plan and parents will be asked for their input. 

The evaluation will include an assessment of how much parental involvement is 

increasing and what barriers to participation still need to be overcome. The 

school district will revise its Parental Involvement Plan based on this annual 

review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit our website: www.crookston.k12.mn.us 

Contact Sara Geist, Title I Coordinator sarageist@isd593.org 

218-281-5600 ext. 2414 

http://www.crookston.k12.mn.us/
mailto:sarageist@isd593.org

